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UNITED STATES DELEGATION TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LAOS 


GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 


12 MAY 1961 


1 £ May 1961 


Thera follows the text of Souvanna’s statement made 
8 May, setting forth proposals of the "Royal Govern- 
ment." This statement was first broadcast over Voice 
of Pathet Lao Radio and subsequently repeated by Tass 
in English to Europe. This is the text referred to in 

Paragraph 3, TOSEC 97, 111- May. 
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Since the signing of the 195k Geneva agreements, 
the bellicose circles of SEATO have not ceased to inter- 
vene in Laos, Tindermining its policy of peace and neutral- 
ity and « wing ; to transform it into their war base. It 
was mainly since the coup d’etat of 9 ugust I960 in 
Vientiane that these SEATO bellicose circles have openly 
intensified their Intervention in Laos, by helping the 
Phoumi-Boun Oum rebels expand the civil war, oppose the 
legal government of Laos, and sow oppression and terror 
among the Laotian population. 

However, the Laotian people, closely united as one 
man, have — together with the Neo Lao Hale Xat. — actively ■ 
supported the legal government, waged an implacable struggle 
against foreign intervention and then rebellion, and In- 
flicted heavy defeats on the enemy. The government troops 
and the Neo Lao Hak Xat armed forces have recorded victory 
ajfjjgp victory, liberated thr p e* fifths of tte — t-SJ-lili 6o.i*jy , . and _ 

5'£ lf 0f ^o h nf* P fi««m^troo^ P ^^^^ d ^ TEa ^^ CD ^ MR 
nihilated thousands of enemy] troops . 
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The above-mentioned great victories have been scored 
thanks to the patriotism, solidarity, fighting spirit, and 
the bravery of our Laotian troops and people, thanks to the 
close collaboration and support of the peace-loving govern- 
ments and peoples of the world. 

In spite of heavy military defeats aid political iso- 
lation, the bellicose circles of SEATO are reluctant to 
give up their aggressive designs against Laos or let it 
realize a policy of genuine peace and neutrality. They 
have sought for the ceasefire only to gain time to con- 
solidate the disintegrating troops of the Phoumi Nosavan- 
Boun Oura rebels, then to launch again attacks on the gov- 
ernment troops and the NLHX armed forces and pursue their 
aggressive designs against the Kingdom of Laos. In the face 
of such a situation, the Royal Government of Laos, the NLHX, 
and all patriotic forces in the country must, more than ever, 
tighten their bonds of solidarity, persist in struggling, to 
stay all mi litary and political maneuvers of the enemy, in 
order to build a genuinely peaceful, neutral, independent, 
unified, democratic, aid prosperous Laos. 

With a view to attaining the above - defined position 
and responding to the aspiration of the Laotian people as 
a whole, the Royal Government of Laos declares to reali z e 
the following political program: 

1. To realize the ceasefire until the cessation of 
hostilities so as to restore peace in Lgos and take part 

in the international conference aimed at peacefully settling 
the Laotian question. 

2. To form a broad national coalition government with 1 

the participation of representatives of various political j 
parties and nationalities. For the time being, to form im- ( 
mediately a provisional coalition government on the basis o| 
broadening the present government of Prince Souvanna Phouma^ 
and with the participation of the NLHX and other patriotic 
forces. As regards people of the Savannakhet group, if they 
accept the present political program, they may also take par 
in the said government. j 
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Concerning the local administration in the zones 
where the armed forces of the three parties are tempor- 
arily stationed, the provisional coalition government will 
organize appropriate administrative forms organized cm 
principle of participation by various nationalities as in 
the central administration. 

3, To realize the democratic regime at its funda- 
mental stage, to proclaim the people's democratic freedoms, 
equality between men and women, between various nationalities, 
and so forth within the framework of laws and national tra- 
ditions. To restore the constitution and the laws guarant- 
eeing democratic freedoms - to abrogate the dictatorial 
laws recently established. To restore the 1957 electoral 
law to enable immediate organization of an election to the 
National Assembly which would be fully representative of 
the whole Laotian people • 

k. To realize the unification of the three armed 
forces into a single national army by means of negotiations 
between the three interested* parties, so as gradually to 
attain integral unification when all political and intern 1 
questions will be satisfactorily settled* 

5* To accept economic aid, without political or mili- 
tary conditions attached, from all countries desiring to 
help Laos establish its ottn independent national economy. 

To concentrate all efforts to develop agriculture, 
handicrafts, and industry, build communication and transport 
lines, develop culture and public health, focus all- attention 
to tfa.0 1 n ip movement of the moral as well as material living 

standards of the people. 

6* The Kingdom of Laos will not take part in any bloc 
or military alliance, will not allow any foreign country 
to establish any military base on its territory, except 
for* the base stipulated for in the 195k Gene va agreements 
? ahd will hot accept the “protect ion 11 of SlblATQ . Znvw. the 
Tass version elimfnatecTunderlined portion or t 

clc7. 

To establish friendly relations with all countries 
on the basis of equality and respect for Laos sovereignty - 
expand diplomatic relations with all countries* 
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I The Kingdom of Laos will respect all treaties and 

agreements it has signed* notably the Geneva agreements, 
and will abrogate all agreements which it considers con- 
trary to its policy of genuine peace and neutrality. 

The Royal Government of Laos is firmly convinced 
| that the NLHX will actively support the government’s above- 

mentioned political program. 

The Royal Government of Laos calls on people of good 
will in the Savannakhet group to place above all the supreme 
interests of the fatherland and the people and conduct sin- 
cere negotiations so as to realize the governments peaceful 
political program# 

The Royal Government of Laos calls on all nationalities, 
and all strata of the people without distinction of religious 
••♦their solidarity so as to develop our victorious position 
and struggle for the realization of the present governments 
political program# 

The Royal government of Laos calls on all those still 
retained under the coercion by the Phoumi Nosavan-Boun Oum 
rebels to take this opportunity to return to the fatherland 
and contribute to the realization of the common political 
program aimed at bringing peace, neutrality, national in- 
dependence, and unity to our country# 

• ' * 

The royal Government of Laos calls on all peace-loving 
governments and people In the world to continue to support 
| the legal Government of Laos and tin Laotian people in their 

for peace, neutrality, national harmony, and unity, 
for the contribution to the safeguarding of peace in 
southeast Asia and the world over. 
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